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At a press conference in New York on June 8, Brazilian President Jose Sarney told reporters that the
common perception of Brazil as a large-scale arms exporter is false. He asserted that disarmament
is above all a question of conscience. Sarney was in New York to deliver a speech at the UN General
Assembly's Special Session on Disarmament. Sarney stated that while Brazil exports a variety of
military hardware and ammunition, these activities as a whole were not very important. In any
event, he said, "we sell arms to no country in conflict." Sarney then turned to domestic political
issues. According to the president, Brazil's "great challenge" is modernization: "We are a country
that is attempting to modernize an obsolete state structure." He added that this task will be the
major focus of his administration until the end of his term in early 1990. "The modernization of the
state is associated with privatization. This question is not a theoretical in that traditionally only the
state had resources to assume a given production activity. But now the situation has changed. "In
any case, it must be clear that key enterprises such as Petrobras [the state oil company] will not be
included in the privatization process." (Basic data from AP, 06/08/88)
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